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Last year, we spoke about
administrative “pushback™
In regard to use of
empirically validated
strategies by educators
serving students with
disabilities.
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Some highlights from
last year’s presentation:

O “CBM may be fine for visual learners, but
what good will a graph be for an auditory
learner?”

O “Teacher control of learning is bad, so |

won’t use direct instruction.”

O “Mnemonics only teach vocabulary,
vocabulary doesn’t matter much, it’s
understanding that counts.”
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It’s 7:30 PM the Friday before
classes begin, do you know what
you are teaching?

O Yvonne did not.

O Assignment requests for instructional duties
repeatedly rebuffed by the school administration
during the two weeks of contracted preparation.

O Told via email around noon Saturday she was co-
teaching with three different teachers in three
different class titles as well as teaching two
different classes of her own.
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Tagging is not teaching,
It’s fraud

O The model of “co-teaching” used in the
school is referred to as “tagging.”

045 minutes at the beginning of the block in one
class, get up and leave to spend the last 45
minutes in another class, often as different as
English and Chemistry.

O Considered adequate because students
receive the 45 minutes of support to which
their IEPs say they are entitled. (
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After school:

O Yvonne regularly stays after school until
7:30 or 8:00.

Oassistant principal for special education is
unaware of this because he goes home at 5:00
and rarely leaves the office.

O Yvonne is mentor to two beginning special
education teachers, one of whom is
actually trained in education.
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During school:

O Regular planning periods are replaced by
IEP meetings, conferences with parents,
and required meetings with the assistant
principal for special education.

O Planning periods for special and general
education co-teachers do not align.

O Most general education teachers in
Yvonne’s department are coaches and so
leave immediately after school. e
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Let’s do the
arithmetic...

O 12 students or more on each case load

O 6 teachers for each student

O 2 minutes per teacher per student (right!)

O 5 minutes per call to parent (60 minutes)
(12*6*2) + 60 = 204

O If all goes smoothly, three and a half

hours per week out of the professional
time devoted to this task alone.
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Yvonne is required to use
evidence-based practices

O

O She is not in a position to consider how to
teach because she is focused on what to
teach.

O Her professional time is diverted to clerical
tasks and meetings.

O She is given increasing responsibility with

decreasing authority to determine what

happens in her classes.
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